
May 2009
Norway Report

Exhibition Islam
 makes a 

grand entrance
 in Norway 

 											           Exhibition Islam



Queen Sonja of Norway attends
Exhibition Islam Oslo 2009. 



Contact Us:

Exhibition Islam
248 Brockley Road
London, UK
SE4 2SF

Mobile: +44 (0)7787 570 560 
Email: Imtiaz.alam@exhibitionislam.com 

Exhibition Islam
Exhibition Report 

Oslo, Norway
May 2009

www.exhibitionislam.com



				     1

WARDROBE 9m2
 (LADIES) 

KITCHEN
12 m2

KITCHEN./
HALLWAY
12 m2

DRAWINGROOM/
BEDROOM 
14 m2

MORTUARY
13 m2

ENTRANCE 15 m2
 (LADIES)

COLD STORAGE
6 m2

TV PROD.
15 m2

MAIN STAIRS
14 m2

MAIN STAIRS
13 m2

MAIN STAIRS
12 m2

GROUND FLOOR

1ST FLOOR

2ND FLOOR

MOSQUE MAINHALL (LADIES)
336 m2

CLASSROOM/AUDITORIUM
91 m2

CLASSROOM/AUDITORIUM
91 m2

KA
BA

H
KA

BA
H

KA
BA

H

MOSQUE MAINHALL (MEN)
402 m2

MOSQUE
151 m2

MINARET

MINARET

MINARET

COMMERCE
78 m2

COMMERCE/CAFETERIA
124 m2

COMMERCE
77 m2

COMMERCE
119 m2

WASHROOM 25m2
(LADIES) 

OFFICE
21 m2

LIBRARY
48 m2

MEETINGROOM
36 m2

OFFICE
18 m2

OFFICE
12 m2

WARDROBE (MEN)
32 m2

WASHROOM (MEN)
44 m2

KITCHEN
21 m2

MAIN ENTRANCE
HALL 
209 m2

Islam is the largest minority religion in 
Norway with over 2% of the population. 
In 2007, government statistics            	
registered 79,068 members of Islamic 
congregations in Norway; approximately 
10% more than in 2006. 

It is estimated that 56% of Muslims live in 
the counties of Oslo and Akershus. Schol-
arly estimates from 2005 regarding the 
number of people of Islamic background 
in Norway vary between 120,000 and 
150,000. 

The vast majority have an immigrant 
background, with Norwegians of Pakistani 
descent being the most visible and well-
known group. However recent migration 
trends have seen a visible increase in the 
size of Somali and Iraqi communities in 
Oslo.

The Islamic Cultural Centre Norway. 
Venue for Exhibition Islam 22nd -30th 
May 2009

A map of Oslo. Oslo is located at the 
northernmost end of the Oslofjord, off the 
Baltic Sea.

Blueprints for the Islamic Cultural 
Centre Norway. Exhibition was hosted 
on the 2nd floor.
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The exhibition floorplan design by Exhibition Islam. The exhibition was
displayed in a 168 m2 area on the second floor of the mosque building.

Exhibition Islam floorplans are designed by the Exhibition Islam Design team.

Exhibition display systems and modular 
graphics are installed to gradually erect 
the exhibition.

Exhibition staff manually place graphics 
onto the panels using sticky velcro strips. 
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Queen Sonja of Norway prepares to cut the ribbon to officially open Exhibition Islam 
Norway 2009. Alongside her, stand Arshad Jamil (Project Manager ICCN) and Imam 
Mehbub ur Rehman (Centre).

Over 400 guests attend the opening   
ceremony. 

Umar Ansari, from Exhibition Islam 
thanks the ICCN for hosting the 
exhibition in Oslo.

Opening
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Students from various schools in Oslo 
attend the exhibition to learn  about 
Muslim culture.

Visitors discuss the exhibition 
material amongst themselves whilst 
enjoying the exhibition.

Exhibition staff take visitors on a series of guided tours through the exhibition. 
80% of all display material was presented in the Norwegian language.
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Queen Sonja is afforded a tour through 
the exhibition. Pictured here along with 
ICCN staff.

The exhibition attracted scores of 
visitors from across Oslo.

A team of architects who constructed 
the ICCN learn about the Muslim belief 
system.

Visitors are intrigued by the linguistic 
details mentioned in the Quran. 
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Exhibition staff conduct tours in a number of languages. This tour is conducted in the 
Pakistani language of Urdu to cater for the Urdu-speaking community in Oslo. Other 
tours were delivered in Turkish, Norwegian, Arabic and English.

Younger visitors take the opportunity to examine wood and metal craft from the 
Muslim world. 
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Exhibition Islam Norway 2009 was advertised 
extensively in Oslo.
 
The exhibition was advertised via leaflet dis-
tributions across Oslo, with posters being 
placed in local shops and mosques.
 
The press was informed about the event and 
covered the event in both the local and 
national media.
 
Schools, colleges, universities, local   
government departments and other faith 
groups were all invited to the exhibition. 

Online advertising was one of the most 
effective methods to advertise this exhibition  
with flyers being posted on social networking 
sites and forums. 



Overall, the exhibition received extremely positive reviews in the Norwegian media. 

The fact that Queen Sonja was the first member of the Norwegian royal family to have 
ever visited a mosque in Norway did make the national television and papers.

The only negative reviews were made by a small minority of right-wing papers. 

Below: The exhibition is reported on the official website of the Kings Palace. 

Bottom Left and Right : The exhibition is reported in the national newspapers  
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The exhibition attracted more than 5,000 visitors over the 10 days period.The majority 
of visitors appreciated Exhibition Islam’s vision and service and felt that the exhibition 
helped them to understand a great deal more about the Islamic faith.

Queen Sonja congratulated Exhibition Islam for presenting Islam in a ‘wonderful and 
exciting’ manner and felt that such projects were extremely important in creating 
understanding between cultures.      

Due to the overwhelming success of the exhibition in Oslo, Exhibition Islam has now 
been invited to tour Sweden in 2010 and 2011. Plans have been submitted by exhibi-
tion partners in Stockholm to host a number of major events at main centres in the 
country. 

Exhibition Islam have also been requested to attend the launch of Denmark’s first pur-
pose built mosque to be opened in a few years time. The exhibition format has been 
extremely successful in Scandinavia, with this exhibition being the 3rd of its kind to be 
hosted in as many years.    
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